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the German Chancellor is that, after long years of indifference
to Eastern affairs, as alien to German interests, he has, under
the influence of his new Foreign Secretary, Count Hatzfeldt, who
is a Turkophil, been induced to lend an ear to the Sultan's
flattering assurances of implicit confidence and unceasing solici-
tations for advice, with a view to further contingencies, when
His Majesty's unsought-for submission may be turned to account
to strengthen the influence and swell the voice of the German
Chancellor in the European Concert."

Before the visitors departed their activities in trying to per-
suade German capitalists to form a Bagdad railway company
became known. Lord AmpthilPs information was that a
German proposal that the company should be international
was refused as it was the Sultan's object to give the railway
concession to Germans alone.

The favour shown to the Porte was clearly meant to be
noticed by the other Powers. At the Emperor's New Year's
reception "gracious and unusual attention" was shown to the
gratified Sadoullah Bey, and solicitous inquiries were made
after the health of Abdul Hamid and the return journey of
Ali Nazim and Reschid. Shortly afterwards the Emperor's
favourite Aide-de-Camp was selected to convey the insignia of
the Order of the Black Eagle to the Sultan.

The financial negotiations continued. Early in June 1882
a request was made for a German company to undertake public
works in Turkey, and Bleichroder was brought into consultation.
The Sultan still seemed to hanker after a purely German
company, but Lord Ampthill was informed that Bleichroder
thought German capitalists would not support an undertaking
unless "it had English and French capital at its disposal.'*

By the autumn of 1883 the relations between the two countries
had developed to such an extent that the Sultan complimented
the German army by sending his secretary, Kiazem Bey, and
the commander of his army in Asia Minor during the last war,
Ghazi Monktar Pasha, to represent him at the autumn man-
oeuvres. Before returning home Ghazi visited the military
establishments and barracks of Berlin, and was received by
Bismarck as his guest at Friedrichsruhe. Such a show of
intimacy caused alarm in the Russian press, and Lord Ampthill
drew the attention of H.M.G. to an article on the supposed